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 ADeclaraticnof the General Convention of Ireland. 


eREHEREAS thehighextremityes of reland neceffirily requiring it, this General Convention is aſſembled to con + 
ſider of and apply remedyes to redcem the Nation trom thoſe cxcremityes; And whereas it is viſible toall the 
Kinzdomes and Nations throughout Chriſtendom, and moſt lamentably felt by the three Nations of England, 
Ireland and Scetland, that the hortid violence offered to the authority and dignity of the Parliament of Englandin 
. December x 6 4. 8. did let inall the miſeryes and calamityes in Church and State, which have ever ſince afflited 
and diſtrated theſe Nations, and have plunged themin agulf of ſorrows and contuſion, under which they have | 
long ſuffered, and that not without ſecret deſign's and great endeavors utterly te cxtinguiſhrthe true Reformed Pro- 
ceſtant Religion, to eradicate Parliaments, to ſubyert the fundamental Laws of the Lind, to rake away the Rights, Libertyes, Free- 
dom and Propertyes of the people, ard to introduce ar Arbitrary and TyranaicatGoyernment over theſe Nations. ; 

And whereas the ju conſideration of thoſe ſad confuſions brought upon theſe Nations, moved the Council of Officers of the Ar- 
my in ireland, by their Declaration Pared the ſixteenth day of February 1659. to Declare for a Full and Free Parliamentin England , 
wherein they have fince had the General concurrence of all the Army in trelend, This General Convention doth not onely approve of 
the ſaid Declaration of the Council of Officers of the Army, but doth alſs Declare that this Nation is reſolved (by the bleſſing of 
God,) tojoyn with the ſaid Council of Officers and Army in /re/an#, and with their brethren in England and Scotland, who have joyN- 
edor ſhall joyn, for the accampliſhment of the good and publick ends therein expreſſed, and to contribute cheerfully and readily to 
_ — 5,59 = ans by all good and Lawful ways, heping by the mercy of God to be no ]cfs proſperous in this undertaking 
then the cauſe is juſt, 

And whereas (atrer the ſaid Declaration of the Council of Officers of the Army in [relond, and ſince the aſſembling of this Cone 
vention.) there came advertiſement of the ſitting of the late excluded Members at Weftminfler, for which this General Convention, 
doth moſt humbly and thankfully acknowledg the great and extraordinary Providence of God, and his Mercycs therein to theſe Na- 
tions; And doth Declarethatthis Nation doth Relolve (by the bleſſing of God) conſtarily to adhere to the preſent Parliamenr, and 
future Parliaments of England in the preſervation of them in Fulneſs and Freedom, 

And this Convention doth alſo Declare andaſſert, that as for ſeveral hundreds of years laſt pafi, by the Laws and lzudable Cuſtom 
& conſtitution of this Nation, Parliaments have bcen uſually held in ireland, and that inthoſe Parliaments Laws have been Enacted, and 
Laws repealed, and Subſidyes granted, as the publick occaſions required, So rhat Right of having Patliamentsheld in 7relend, is ſtill 
juſtly and Lawfully due and bog geo Irelavd, and that the Parliament of Englend never charged Ireland in any Age with any Sub- 
fidyes, or other publick Taxes or Afſeſments, until after the violence offered to the Parliament of Eng/avd in December 16483, fince which 
time, they who Invaded the Rights of the Parliaments of England, Invaded alſo the Rights of the Pailiament of 1reiand, by im- 
poling Taxes and Aﬀeſsments upen Ireland. | | | 

And becauſe Tome of thoſe who have been infirumental in drawing on and increafing the Miſeryes, Calamiryes, anJ Dcſolations 
of theſe Nations, particularly, the late Lt. Gen. Edmond Ladlow, Col. lohn Tones, Miles Corber Elq; and Co), c31atibew Thowlinſon, 
and others of turbulent ſpirits, have laboured, and do labour to afperſerhis Natioa tally and ſcandalouſly, as if the People of Ireland 
did by theſe their neceſſitated proceedings inrend to divide or ſeperate from England; Therefore this Convention for vindicating this 
Nation from that fowl and unjuſt calumny and aſpe1 ſion, and for fatisfaRion aſwel of our brethrea in England, as of all the World, 
doth further Declare, That the People of Ireland, are fo far from deſigning or intending to divide or feperate from England, as that 
they conclude ſuch a Diviſion or Separation would be abſolutely deftruRive to the Nation, ana:is that, theawhichthere 1s nothing that 
Treland more abhorres, they beivg Generally bone of their bone, and flcſh of their fleſh, and rheretore that they do Reſolve (by the 
Metcy of God) for ever to adhere to Englend, as that Nation which hath derived to Ireland (uch and ſo great Comforts, Benefits and 
Advantages, and all in ſo higha degree, as the welfare and Interefts of England and Hhrelewd are fo inſeperably interwoven as the good 
or evil of either, muſt neceflarily become? common to both = 

And this Convention doth alſo Declare, That they will uſe their beft endeavor, that a Pious, Learned and orthodox Pteaching Mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpel and no ather, may be ſerled throughout 1re/and, andthat onely in a Parochial way, and encouraged and ſupport» 
ed by Tythesand other Legal maintenance, and Univerlityes and Schools of Learning countenanced and cheriſhed ; And that all Ar- 
rears of the Army, aſwel thoſe dueto ſuch as have been Officers or Soldiers of the Army of ireland before the fifth day of luxe 1649. 
as thoſe ſince, may be ſatisfyed ; And thatall the Eltares and Intereſts of all Adventurers, their Heirs and Afign's, who by virtue of 
the AR of 17. Carol. for ſatisfaRion of Adventurers, have had forfeited Lands aſſigned to them by Lot, and poſſeſſed by them accord+ 
ingly, may be confirmed to them ; and that care be had for the juſt ſarisfation of Adventurers, who have not yet had ſatisfation pur» 
ſuant tothe ſaid AQ, and that ſuch Officers and Soldiers as are or have been of the Army in trelavd, their Heirs, Executors, Admini. 
ſtrators and Aﬀign's, and have had forfcited Lands ordered or ſet forth unto them, and poſſeſſed by them accordingly, may have the 
ſame confirmed to them, . 

Anadethis General Conyention having difcharged their duty hercin to God, and.to their Countrey, do in the greateft bumiliry 
Implore Almighty God ſo to guideand diſpoſe all things as may rend to the Glory of his Name, the advancement of the true Reforng< 
ed Proteſtant Religion, and the Unity, Peace and Tranquility of the three Nations of BEugland, Ireland and Scotland, Dated at 
Dublia zhe 8. 2” March 1659. | 


The 12, of March 1659. : | 
Ordered by the General Convention of lreland that this Declaration be forthwith 
Printed and Publiſhed, 70 


> | = fat. Bury, Cletkof. the General 
: | ; J Convention of Ireland, 
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